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ABSTRACT 
 
Domestication is one of the major human civilization transformations that had 
great impact and relationship with cattles from ancient times. It has been 
benefitted for us in various ways around the world. Domesticated animals and 
birds are also cared for by the individuals in human health care and Medicine. 
Medicinal plants play a vital role in veterinary health care and products. Recently, 
there was a huge loss of indigenous knowledge about the veterinary health care 
and this was due to the impact of practicing modern medicines. Loss of indigenous 
knowledge may have drastic impact on society and the people, who depends solely 
on cattle for livelihood. A research was carried out in specific eight villages around 
the Erode district, Tamil Nadu, India to ensure the knowledge about the veterinary 
health care. In those villages we personally investigated the 26 cattle keepers who 
have been practicing the homemade remedies for their cattle. Finally, we recorded 
76 plant species belonging to 38 families, which play a major role and good 
remedy for various kinds of diseases in cattle. We also disclosed the preparative 
methods of medicine with documentation of all plants. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Agriculture was not transformed in such a way without the 
cattle and livestock. India is a country that depends on 
agrobased occupation and having huge plant diversity 
(Usha et al., 2016). Plant drugs are widely used as medicine 
for both livestock and humans. Health care was taken in an 
intense effort and cattle’s considered as the major asset for 
farmers across India (Manoj et al., 2012; Singh et al., 2017). 
Impact of modern medicines may play a vital role in the 
veterinary; they have a positive effect on animals. Due to 
high medical prices, the cost of the medicines is 
unaffordable and as such the economy of farmers is 
unstable. Yadav et al. (2014) reported that it is not just the 
high cost of drugs but that the quality of the drugs available 
at pharmacy and market was not fair.  

Homemade remedy for diseases in cattle was practiced in 
most of the developing countries. Practicing at home is 
efficient and inexpensive and readily made available to 
farmers and livestock holders. Livestock provides better 
income to the farmers and the herd holders; they had the 
best knowledge as regards the diseases and remedy 

(Nageshwara et al., 2017; Iftikar et al., 2017). Better 
understanding between the plants and animals was 
maintained by the herders, since they have the knowledge 
of the plants having the specific property to cure several 
ailments. Even the farmers had a sufficient knowledge in 
the cultivation of the medicinal plants (Sajal et al., 2014). 
Millions of rural India having cattle practiced and were also 
acquainted to homemade remedy for livestock ailments 
(Holennavar and Kulkarni, 2015), but recently the 
knowledge of the veterinary medicine was on the verge of 
extinction, since there was a huge need for the recovery of 
past knowledge (Pinokiya et al., 2014).  

Knowledge about the disease and the remedy was 
obtained from the innovative effort and trial and error 
method. The knowledge was transferred from one 
generation to another, but the traditional knowledge was 
lost due to oral transfer method (Shiddamallayya et al., 
2017).  

Allopathy drugs are not highly preferred by the livestock 
holders and herders for their animals, because they prefer  
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Table 1: Data collection. 
 

S/No Botanical name Family name Local name Habit 
Parts 
used 

Name of the 
disease 

Mode of 
use 

Mode     preparation 

1 Acacia nilotica Mimosaceae Karuvelai Tree 
Bark,  
Flower
, Leaf 

 

Foot disease 
Orally Flower grinded well and mixed with water the solution given orally 

2 Acoruscalamus L. Acoraceae Vasambu Herb 
Rhizo
me 

Food poison 

and Snake bite 
Apply 

Mix turmeric with Acoruscalamus rhizome, grind well and apply as 
antimicrobial agent. 

3 Adatodavasica Acanthaceae Adathoda Shrub Leaves Diarrhea Orally 
Leaf juice is mixed with equal amount of bark juice of 
Syzygiumcumini is administered to treat diarrhea. 

4 Allium cepa L. Lilliaceae Venkayam Herb Bulb Insect bite Apply Bulb paste is applied in area of insect bites to relieve pain. 

5 Allium sativa L. Lilliaceae Vellaipoondu Herb Bulb Indigestion Orally 
Paste of Garlic bulb and Ginger rhizome paste of equal parts is given 
in Indigestion of domestic animals. 

6 Aloavera (L.) Burnf. Lilliaceae Kathalai Herb Leaf Enteritis Orally Small amount of leaf gel given to cure enteritis 

7 Amaranthusviridis L. Amaranthaceae Kuppakkerai Herb 
Whole 
plant 

Constipation Orally Fresh plants are given to cattle as purgative in case of constipation. 

8 Asparagus racemosus Lilliaceae Shatavari Shrub Root Arthritis Orally Root powder given with milk for the treatment of cough. 

9 Azadiractaindica Meliaceae Vembu Tree 
Leaf, 
Fruit 

Wound healing Apply Leaf paste is mixed with turmeric powder and applied on wound. 

10 
Bambusaarundinacea 
(Retz.) Wild. 

Poaceae Moongil Shrub Leaf 
Diarrhoea and 
indigestion 

Orally Leaf extract or leaf directly given to treat digestive disorder. 

11 Boerhaviadiffusa L. Nyctanginaceae Punarnava Herb Leaf Improve vitality Orally Leaf extract or direct leaf given to animal 

12 Brassica nigra (L.) Koch Brassicaceae Musder Herb 
Seed 
and oil 

Antiseptic Apply 
Pure mustard oil with rhizome past of Curcuma longa is applied on 
the mischief part of cattle horn. 

13 
Calotropisprocera 
(Aiton) W.T.Aiton 

Apocynaceae Yerukku Shrub Latex Snake bite Apply 
Milky latex of plant is applied externally on snake bite to neutralized 
poison. 

14 Capsicum annum L. Solanaceae Milakaai Herb Fruit Leg paralysis Apply 
Dried and ground well then mixed with water to make the paste and 
rub the paste on the affected leg. 

15 Carica papaya L. Caricaceae Papaya 
Small 
Tree 

Leaf Fever Orally Leaf extract directly given to animal to cure fever. 

16 
Cassia angustifolia M. 
Vahl 

Caesalpinaceae Nilaaavarai 
Small 
Tree 

Leaf Acidity Orally Leaf extract or leaf directly given to animal to cure acidity. 

17 Cassia fistula Linn. Fabaceae Kondrai Tree Pod Indigestion Orally The paste of pods is given along with wheat bread to animals. 

18 
Catharanthusroseus (L.) 
G. Don. 

Apocynaceae Nithyakalyani Herb 
Whole 
plant 

Wound Healing Apply 
The whole plant grind well and given to remove maggots from 
wounds in animals. 

19 
Centellaasiatica (L.) 
Urban. 

Apiaceae Vallarai Herb Leaf Uterine Stimulant Orally The Whole plant use as a fodder to improve uterine synthesis. 

20 
Christellaparasitica (L.) 
H. Lev. 

Thelypteridaceae Perani Herb Leaf Snake bite Apply Leaf paste is applied to animal for relieve pain 

21 Cisusquatranqularis L. Vitaceae Perandai Clilmber Stem Black leg Orally 
The paste is prepared in a bowl and given to cure Black leg and 
stomach upset. 

22 
Citrus aurantiifolia 
(Christm.) Swingle. 

Rutaceae Elumichai Shrub Fruit Dysentery Orally 
Fruit preserved in common salt for 3-4 years is given during 
discharge of mucus in the faeces. 

23 
Cituluscolocynthis (L.) 
Schrad. 

Cucurbitaceae Varikuruathai Shrub Fruit Enteritis Orally Fruit juice prepare is gently crushed and given to animal. 
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24 Cocciniaindica Cucurbitaceae Kovai Climber Leaf Foot disease Apply The leaf is gently crushed and applied to cure the wound. 

25 Coriandrumsativum L. Apiaceae Coriander Herb Seed Dysentery Orally 
The seed powder is mixed with leaf paste of Lawsoniainermis and 
given twice a daily to cure dysentery. 

26 Cumiumcyminum L. Apiaceae Seeragam Herb Seed Diarrhoea Orally The seed ground well and given to sheep and goat to cure diarrhoea. 

27 Curcuma longa L. Zingiberaceae Manjal Herb 
Rhizo
me 

Bone fracture Apply Rhizome paste apply on affected part to cure bone fracture. 

28 Curcumissativus L. Cucurbitaceae Vellari Climber Fruit Constipation Orally 
The fruit give to orally for cure constipation continuously give to 2 
weeks. 

29 CuscutareflexaRoxb. Convolvulaceae  Climber 
Whole 
plant 

Poisonous bite Apply 
Decoction of the plant is apply on the infected site of poisonous bite 
for removal of pain in animals. 

30 
Cynodondactylon (L.) 
Pers. 

Poaceae Arukampul Grass Leaf 
Increasing 
lactation & 
Conjunctivitis 

Orally Plant given as fodder to increase lactation. 

31 Datura metal Linn. Solanaceae Oomathai Herb Leaf Rabies Orally Leaf juice mixed with sugar and water is given to prevent rabies. 

32 
Delonixregia(Boj. Ex 
Hook)  Raf. 

Fabaceae Semmayirkondrai 
Small 
Tree 

Bark Fever Orally 
Extract kof bark is given with black pepper and garlic to cure for the 
treatment of fever. 

33 
Dolbergiasissoo (Roxb.) 
Kuntze 

Fabaceae Nookkam 
Small 
Tree 

Leaf Stop bleeding Orally Juice of leaves is given to stop bleeding effectively. 

34 Ecliptaprostrata (L.) L. Asteraceae Karishalanganni Herb Leaf Wound Apply 
Fresh leaves are grinded well & boiled with mustard oil.  The paste is 
applied on wounds for healed. 

35 Ferula assafoetida L. Apiaceae perungayam Tree Resin Stomach upset Orally 
Piece of asafetida is inserted to the fruit of banana and given to cure 
stomach upset. 

36 Ficusbenghalensis Linn. Moraceae Alai Tree Root Stomachache Orally 
The root is grinded well and given to cattles suffering from stomach 
ache. 

37 Ficusreligiosa Linn. Moraceae Arasan Tree Leaf Tonsils Orally The juice of leaves is used to cure tonsils. 

38 FicushispidaL.f. Moraceae Peyatti Tree Leaf Sore Orally 
Leaves with common salt are rubbed on tongue to cure sore of cow 
and bullock. 

39 Foeniculumvulgare Mill Apiaceae Shombu Herb Seed Diarrhoea Orally 
5 g of Shombu is well ground and given to livestocks to control 
diarrhoea. 

40 
Hemidesmusindicus(L.) 
R. Br. 

Asclepiadaceae Nannari Shrub Root Easy delivery Orally 
In delivery time the root of nannari is grounded and given for easy 
delivery and increased lactation. 

41 
Hibiscus rosasinensis 
Linn. 

Malvaceae Semparuthi Shrub Bark Twitching Orally Bark is well grinded and given with water in the case of twitching. 

42 Hibiscus subdariffa L. Malvaceae Shivappukasuru Shrub Leaf Dysentery Orally Leaf juice is given to empty stomach for dysentery. 

43 
Holopteliaintegrifolia 
(Roxb.) Planch. 

Ulmaceae Aya Tree Leaf Ectoparasites Apply Leaf juice is applied on the skin for removal of ectoparasites. 

44 
Madhucaindica J.F. 
Gmel. 

Sapotaceae Iluppai Tree Flower Fever Orally 
Flower paste and jiggery with 57 g of water is mixed and given twice 
to cure fever of cattle. 

45 Mangiferindica Linn. Anacardiaceae Ma Tree Fruit Indigestion Orally The fruit is given along with wheat bread to cattle for indigestion. 

46 Menthaarvensis Linn. Lamiaceae Pudina Herb Leaf Fever Orally Leaves are given internally to remove external parasites and fever. 

47 Moringaoleifer Lam. Moringaceae Murungai 
Small 
tree 

Leaf Diarrhea Orally Leaf paste is given to cattle for quick relief from diarrhoea. 

48 Musa paradisiaca L. Musaceae Vazhai Tree Fruit Stomach upset Orally The ripe fruit is given to cattles to cure 6stomach upsets. 

49 
Ocimumgratissimum 
Linn. 

Lamiaceae Peruntulasi Herb Leaf 
Removal of 
ectoparasites 

Apply 
Leaf paste is applied externally on skin of cattle for removal of 
ectoparasites. 
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50 Ocimum sanctum Linn. Lamiaceae Tulsi Herb Leaf Cold Orally 
The fresh leaf of Ocimum is boiled in water the decoction given to 
cure cold. 

51 Oryza sativa L. Poaceae Nel Grass Grains 
To enhance 
Lactation 

Orally 
The rice grains are cooked along with black gram, salt with black 
pepper and given to enhance lactation in cattle. 

52 
Pergulariadaemia 
(Forssk.) 

Asclepiadaceae Veliparuthi Climber Leaf Foot disease Apply Leaves are well grounded and applied on affected foot. 

53 
Plectranthusbarbatus 
Andrews 

Lamiaceae Karpooravalli Herb 
Root & 
Leaf 

Anti 
inflammatory 

Apply Root and Leaf paste apply to cure inflammatory diseases 

54 
Vignamungo (L.) 
Hepper 

Fabaceae Uzhunthu Herb Seed Skin disease Apply 
Seed soaked in water with equal amount of Curcuma anguistifolia 
rhizome made into poultice and mixed with mustard oil is applied to 
cattle in skin disease. 

55 Phyllanthusemblica L. Phyllanthaceae Periyanelli Tree Fruit Diarrhoea Orally 
1 or 2 ripe fruits are grounded and the extracted juice given to cure 
diarrhea 

56 Phyllanthusniruri L. Phyllanthaceae Kelanelli Herb Root Snake bite Orally 
Root is gently crushed and extract the juice and give it to reduce 
snake poison. 

57 Piper betel L. Piperaceae Vetrilai Climber Leaf Pyrexia Orally 
Leaf is mixed with pepper and well grounded and given to the 
animal. 

58 Piper nigrum L. Piperaceae Milagu Climber Fruit Insect bites Apply 
Powder kof dried fruits with water is applied immediately to relieve 
pain of insect bites. 

59 Psidiumguajava Linn. Myrtaceae Koiya Tree Leaf Fever Orally One liter decoction of fresh leaves is given till recovery to cure fever. 

60 Ricinuscommunis Linn. Euphobiaceae Aamanaku Shrub Seed Constipation Orally Seed is given orally with fodder to cure constipation of cattle. 

61 
Saccharumofficinarum 
L. 

Poaceae Karumbu Grass Leaf 
Placental 
discharge 

Orally Leaves given to hasten placental discharge of cow following delivery. 

62 SidaacutaBurm.f. Malvaceae Palambasi Herb 
Whole 
plant 

Joint pain Apply 
The plant is well grounded and tied with the cotton cloths on the 
joints. 

63 Solanumnigrum L. Solanaceae Manathakkali Herb Leaf Conjunctivitis Orally The ground well and give it to cure conjuctivity. 

64 Solanumtorvum Sw. Solanaceae Sundakkai Shrub 
Leaf & 
Stem 

Deworming Orally The leaves are chopped and feed directly to animal. 

65 
Sorgun bicolor (L.) 
Moench 

Poaceae Solam Grass 
Whole 
plant 

Increase lactation Orally Whole plant give as a fodder for increase lactation 

66 
Syszygiumaromaticum 
(L.) Merrill &Perry 

Myrtaceae Kirambu 
Small 
tree 

Flower 
bud 

Gastric irritation Orally 
5 or 6 flower buds mixed with fodder and give  it to cattles for cure 
gastric irritation. 

67 
Syszygiumcumini (L.) 
Skeels. 

Myrtaceae Naval Tree Bark Joint pain Apply 
Equal amount of bark of syzygium and azadiracta is boiled in water 
and the decoction is spread on the affected joint of animal. 

68 Tamarindusindica Linn. Fabaceae Puliyamaram Tree Leaf Swelling Apply 
The fresh leaves boiled in water and tie upon affected part of body to 
cure swelling till the complete relief. 

69 Tegetuserecta Linn. Asteraceae Thulukkamalli Herb Leaf Hydrophobia Orally 
The leaves are boiled and extract decoction given to cattle for 
hydrophobia. 

70 
Trachyspermumammi 
Sprague. 

Apiaceae Omam Herb Seeds Hypocalcaemia Orally Seed boiled and prepare decoction give to animal orally. 

71 Tribulusterrestris Linn. Zygophyllaceae Nerungi Herb Leaf Colic cough Orally 
Juice of fresh leaves is give to animals in case of colic and chronic 
cough. 

72 
Trigonellafoenum-
graecum L. 

Fabaceae Venthayam Herb Seed Easier delivery Orally Sprouted seed is given to pregnant animal for easier delivery. 
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73 
Vigna radiate (L.) R. 
Wilczek 

Fabaceae Paasipayaru Herb Seed Cough Orally 
Seed powder is mixed with oil of groundnut and given to cattle 
suffering from cough. 

74 Zea mays L. Poaceae Makkacholam Grass Seed Urinary disease Orally Maize flour in the form of paste is give to goats to cure blood in urine. 

75 
Ziziphusmauritiana 
Lam. 

Rhamnaceae Yelanthai Shrub Bark Scorpion bite Orally Bark boiled and prepared decoction used to cure poisonous bites. 

76 ZingiberofficinaleRosc. Zingiberaceae Inji Herb 
Rhizo
me 

Physically 
disability 

Orally 
The rhizome is boiled in half liter cow milk and given to physically 
disable animal. 

 
 
 
to use homemade veterinary medicine to cure the 
diseases (Sushmita et al., 2017). Hence, we 
conducted the survey extensively to obtain the 
knowledge from the local peoples and those who 
practiced and had the veterinary knowledge. 
 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Study area 
 
The study area is landlocked and is situated 
between 10 36" and 11 58" North latitude and 76 
49" and 77 58" East longitude. The district lies at 
the meeting point of Western Ghats and Eastern 
Ghats separated by Bhavani River. The district 
comprises of a long, undulating plain, sloping gently 
towards the Kaveri River in the South-East. Three 
major tributaries of the river are the Kaveri, 
Bhavani, Noyyal and Amaravati. They run across the 
long stretch of mountains in the north. Palar river 
constitutes the boundary between the Erode district 
and Karnataka in the north. The Bhavanisagar Dam 
and Kodiveri Dam provide storage facilities and 
numerous canals along with these rivers provide 
proper drainage and facilities for irrigation in the 
district. 

In this study, we selected several villages in the 
district of Erode. The study was under taken about 
six months with several plant studies related to the  

veterinary. Knowledge about the diseases and the 
home made remedies were documented. Indigenous 
knowledge was obtained from the medicinal 
practitioners, elders and the persons that had herds 
using questionnaire method. Data about the animal 
disease and their remedy was also recorded. 
Scientific names of the plants with local names were 
noted vernacularly with their diseases and mode of 
medicinal usage obtained.  
 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Our study documented 76 plant species belonging 
to 38 families, Poaceae, Fabaceae, Lamiaceae and 
Apiaceae having the ability to cure different 
ailments. The plants are widely used by those 
people in the region and the mode of usage and the 
cost for the treatment was simple. Different parts of 
the plant were used for different purpose to cure 
diseases which show the wide range of 
phytochemical properties present in the plants. 
Through homemade remedies the diseases in the 
animals were treated without the use of modern 
medicines. Further our homemade remedial 
methods were free from side effects; drug 
improvement and efficacy provides the better 
health to the animals. Therefore, further research 
was highly suggested for the drug development of 
better medicine. These homemade remedies are  

termed as ancestral asset of therapies and as such 
treatment by the farmers and the herders should be 
safeguarded with viable recovery methods. Major 
advantage was that the medicines are easily 
prepared and handled widely to take care of animal 
health. 
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